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GE 16 
English Pre-Admission Test


English

Section A – Comprehension (Items 1 to 15)

Directions:

In this Section, you have six short passages. After each passage, you find several questions based on these passages. First read the passages and then answer the questions related to the passages.

Passage—1

In place of old pleasures demanding intelligence and personal initiative, we have vast organizations that provide us with ready-made distractions—distractions which demand from pleasure seekers, no personal participation and no intellectual effort of any sort. To the interminable democracies of the world, a million cinemas bring the same stale balderdash.  There have always been fourth-rate writers and dramatists; but their works, in the past, quickly died without getting beyond the boundaries of the city or the country in which they appeared. Today, the inventions of the scenario-writer go out from Los Angeles across the whole world. Countless audiences soak passively in the tepid bath of nonsense. No mental effort is demanded of them, no participation; they need only sit and keep their eyes open.
1. According to this passage, most cinemas:
(a) 
deal with the familiar uninteresting family dramas

(b) 
tend to be didactic and moralistic
(c)  
bring the images of the same old adventurous activities
(d) 
bring nothing but some dull, nonsensical talk
2. The author says that the fourth-rate writers and dramatists:
(a) 
never existed in old times

(b) 
wrote novels and plays which are not of permanent value

(c) 
are mushrooming in modern times unlike in the: past
(d) 
succeed easily in the modern times

3. According to this passage, the modern audience:
I

(a) 
is cosmopolitan in its outlook

(b) 
is very discriminating
(c) 
never falls asleep in a cinema hall
(d) 
lacks individual initiative and refuses to exercise the mind
4. To indulge in their favourite pastime, our ancestors:
(a) 
exercised some intelligence and individual initiative

(b) 
enjoyed nonsensical works

(c) 
never moved out of their familiar environment

(d) 
formed recreational clubs

5. The author thinks that the bane of modern times is that:

(a) 
physical exercise has been given a go-by

(b) 
the trash travels very fast

(c) 
people are taking active interest in mindless pleasures
(d) 
the cheap ready-made distractions have become more and more pervasive

Passage—2

Ravi Shankar has a large circle of friends and is very popular at parties. Everybody admires him for his fine sense of humour—everybody, that is, except his six-year old daughter, Meenakshi. Recently one of Ravi's friends asked him to make a speech at a reception. This is the sort of thing that Ravi loves. He prepared the speech carefully and went to the party with Meenakshi. He had included a large number of funny stories in the speech and, of course it was a great success. As soon as he had finished, Meenakshi told him she wanted to go home. Ravi was a little disappointed by this but he did as his daughter asked. On the way home, he asked Meenakshi if she had enjoyed the speech. To his surprise, she said she hadn't. Ravi asked her why this was so and she told him that she did not like to see so many people laughing at him.
6. Ravi was popular because:

(a) 
he made speeches

(b) 
he told stories

(c) 
he had a good sense of humour

(d) 
he loved parties

7. Ravi loves to:

(a) 
meet people

(b) 
talk to his daughter
(c) 
make a speech
(d) 
make people laugh

8. Ravi went to the party:

(a) 
with his wife

(b) 
with his daughter

(c) 
with his mother

(d) 
with his friend

9. Ravi was disappointed because:

(a) 
Meenakshi did not enjoy his speech

(b) 
Meenakshi wanted to go home immediately after the speech

(c) 
people did not like his speech

(d) 
Meenakshi like people laughing at Ravi

10. Meenakshi failed to realize that:

(a) 
the party was over

(b) 
everyone had been laughing at Ravi's stories, not at Ravi

(c) 
Ravi had finished his speech

(d) 
it was a reception party

Passage—3

Jogging, or running at an easy pace, is really popular now. It’s fun, free and a quick way to get fit. It’s very good for suppleness or upper body strength.

There’s some risk of overuse injury to feet, knees, and hips. But if you don’t overdo it at first, and fun on soft surface like grass when you can, you shouldn’t have serious problems. If you have arthritis in your legs, hips or back or if you are overweight, try cycling or swimming instead.

The only expense is a good pair of running shoes. Avoid busy roads and jogging at night if possible. Wear light-coloured clothes so as not to feel uneasy and a cyclist’s reflective chest band.

11. Jogging is a popular exercise because it:
(a) 
Makes the body strong

(b) 
Is an easy way to keep oneself fit

(c) 
is eminently enjoyable

(d) 
makes the body supple

12. Sometimes jogging can become risky when:
(a) 
The person is suffering from arthritis

(b) 
it is done speedily
(c) 
it is overdone

(d) 
it is done on a lawn

13.  Jogging is not advised for people who:

(a) 
are overweight

(b) 
are very busy

(c) 
have bad legs

(d) 
are not very strong

14. Everybody can afford to jog as it: . 
(a) 
does net require expensive outfit
(b) 
requires less effort

(c) 
requires less space

(d) 
does not need strength

15. While jogging, one should wear light-coloured clothes:

(a) 
as a protection from the sun
(b) 
to feel light

(c) 
to feel easy

(d) 
to feel comfortable

Section B
Ordering of words in a sentence

(Items 16 to 25)

Directions:
In the following items some parts of the sentence have been jumbled up. You are required to re-arrange these parts which are labelled P, Q, R, and S to produce the correct sentence. Choose the proper sequence and mark in your Answer Sheet accordingly.

16. Indian Airlines fares but also offer (P) are not only(Q) a number of discounts and concessional tours(R) the lowest in the world(S)
The proper sequence. should be: 
(a) 
S R P Q

(b) 
Q S P R

(c) 
Q R P S

(d) 
P S R Q

17. The thieves fled away from those who were pursuing them (P)  with dense shrubs and was(Q) into a forest that was covered (R) very favourable to concealment (S)
The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
P R Q S
(b) 
R P Q S
(c) 
Q S R P
(d) 
R Q S P

18. The fact that man is ignorant of his own self (P) must not be allowed(Q) to cloud the other fact (R) the man has reached the moon.(S)
The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
P Q R S

(b) 
R P Q S

(c) 
S Q R P

(d) 
S P R Q

19. The life of a nation principally in the villages (P) is lived (Q) like India (R) and more specifically of a nation.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
P S Q R

(b) 
S Q P R

(c) 
S R Q P

(d) 
R S Q P

20. Only mountaineering (P) should take up (Q) people (R) who love adventure.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
P S Q R

(b) 
R S Q P
(c) 
P Q R S
(d) 
R Q S P

21. When the sun rose(P) as his objective was to reach his destination(Q) the traveler resumed his journey(R) in time.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
R S Q P

(b) 
P S R Q
(c) 
P R Q S
(d) 
S R Q P

22. The proposal that Indian Ocean should be declared(P) has been supported(Q) as a zone of peace(R) by all States.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
P S R Q
(b) 
Q R S P

(c) 
P R Q S
(d) 
Q P S R
23. While I was going to college, due to an accident ahead;(P) so I made a detour via Pragati Maidan(Q) I found the road closed(R) and reached in time.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
R P Q S
(b) 
R Q P S

(c) 
Q R S P
(d) 
P Q R S

24. I who worked(P) for the upliftment of the poor(Q) have always known him(R) to be an honest man.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
P Q R S

(b) 
P S R Q
(c) 
R S P Q

(d) 
R P Q S
25. Ashok Kumar, whose name has almost become a legend(P) in his private life(Q) the evergreen hero of the silver screen(R) is essentially a quiet and sedate person.(S)

The proper sequence should be:

(a) 
R Q S P

(b) 
Q S R P
(c) 
S P R Q

(d) 
R P S Q
Section C
Spotting errors

(Items 26 to 30)

Directions:
(i) In this section, a number of sentences are given. The sentences are underlined in three separate parts and each one is labelled (a), (b), (c). Read each sentence carefully to spot out any error in the underlined part. No sentence has more than one error. When you find an error in any one of the underlined sections (a), (b), or (c), indicate your response in the blank space available at the end of that question. In case you feel that there is no error in the sentence, you may use the letter (d) which denotes “No error”.

(ii) Indicate only one response for each question in this section. If you indicate more than one response, your answer will be considered invalid and you lose the marks.

(iii) You have to only indicate the error. Do not correct the error.

26. We had to cancel our trip to Delhi(a) because when we reached the railway station(b), the train left.(c) No error (d)

27. Many a student(a) has failed(b) the mathematics test but Dilip has scored 100 per cent.(c) No error (d)

28. The General with over 1000 officers and soldiers(a) have surrendered to the Indian troops(b) who are patrolling the valley.(c) No error (d)

29. If he wrote the examination faster(a) and had answered one more question(b) he would have scored better.(c) No error (d)

30. For decades(a) there have been(b) a debate on whether schizophrenia is a psychological condition.(c) No error (d)

Section D
Sentence improvement

(Items 31 to 40)

Directions:
Look at the underlined part of each sentence. Below each sentence are given three possible substitutions for the underlined part. If one of them (a}, (b), or (c) is better than the underlined part, indicate your response on the Answer Sheet against the corresponding letter (a), (b) or (c). If none of the substitutions improve the sentence, indicate (d) as your response on the Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No improvement' response will be signified by the letter (d). 
31. Since I am not new to Mumbai, you must not have come to the Railway Station to receive me.

(a) 
should not have

(b) 
need not have

(c) 
ought not to have
(d) 
No improvement
32. Our Professor is an authority on the subject which he had been teaching since 1966.
(a) 
has been teaching

(b) 
is teaching

(c) 
was teaching
(d) 
No improvement
33. It is high time she changes her job
(a) 
must change
(b) 
had changed

(c) 
changed

(d) 
No improvement
34. I am considering to set up a cyber café.
(a) 
setting
(b) 
set up
(c) 
setting up
(d) 
No improvement
35. Another question we often ask in those days was whether they believed in God.
(a) 
we will often ask
(b) 
we are often asking
(c) 
we often asked
(d) 
No improvement
36. Yes I would, if I  should, rather be a sparrow than a snail.
(a) 
can
(b) 
shall
(c) 
could
(d) 
No improvement
37. Machines turn human society from an agrarian one into an industrial one.
(a) 
has turned
(b) 
turned
(c) 
have turned
(d) 
No improvement

38. I am afraid you two are at cross-purpose.
(a) 
are at cross-purposes
(b) 
are in cross-purposes
(c) 
be at cross-purposes
(d) 
No improvement

39. I am surprised that he dares speak  in such a tune to his father.
(a) 
he dares to speak
(b) 
he dare to speak
(c) 
he dare speak
(d) 
No improvement

40. Take care that you are not to be cheated.
(a) 
that you will not be cheated 
(b) 
you will not be cheated

(c) 
that you are not cheated

(d) 
No improvement

Section E

Synonyms

(Items 41 to 45)

Directions:
In this Section you find a number of sentences, parts of which are underlined. You may also find only a group of words which is underlined. For each underlined part, four words/phrases are listed below. Choose the word/phrase nearest in meaning to the underlined part.

41. Graduation Day is a momentous day for most students.

(a) 
memorable
(b) 
melancholy

(c) 
important

(d) 
hectic

42. The two opposing parties have reached a stalemate.
(a) 
dilemma

(b) 
deadlock

(c) 
exhaustion

(d) 
settlement

43. The Prime Minister delivered an impromptu speech to the students.

(a) 
important

(b) 
impressive

(c) 
inspiring

(d) 
offhand

44. This is a lucrative business

(a) 
profitable

(b) 
dangerous

(c) 
challenging

(d) 
questionable

45. Forthrightness in speech may not always be a desirable quality.

(a) 
outspokenness

(b) 
obliqueness

(c) 
mendacity

(d) 
equivocation

Section F

Selecting appropriate words/phrases

(Items 45 to 50)

Directions:
In the following passage(s), at certain points, you are given a choice of three words/phrases, underlined and marked (a), (b), (c). Choose the best word/phrase out of the three and indicate your choice.

The sun had set. Martin leaned on his elbow and looked down through the leavesof the tree. In the waters of the lake, close _______________ the shore,

(a) 
by
(b) 
obliqueness

(c) 
mendacity
the shore, he saw a number of

(a) 
great
(b) 
huge
(c) 
long

crocodiles floating

(a) 
quietly.
(b) 
slowly.
(c) 
still.

One of the creatures was
(a) 
sitting
(b) 
lying
(c) 
standing

on a high 

(a) 
bed
(b) 
pile
(c) 
bank

of land.
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